
F o r d Z e p h y r 
E S T A T E C A R 

The rearward extension, above waist level, gives an illusion of greater 
length compared with the normal saloon. The roof line is slightly lower 
above the luggage space. The single loading door has a large window 
and concealed hinges. Each over-rider contains a light to illuminate 

the number plate, behind which is the fuel filler 

can then be lifted out and placed behind the front seat 
in a vertical position, with a strap suspended from each 
side of the front squab to hold it upright. The rear seat 
cushion then becomes a continuation of the luggage plat­
form or, alternatively, the cushion may be removed 
completely to increase the space. 

This very simple arrangement for moving the rear seat 
has the disadvantage that with the rear cushion in its usual 
position, it is unprotected from loads which may be carried 
on it. This matters less when tough plastic upholstery 
covering is used as on the model tested, but the very light 
colours chosen—in this case near-white and orange—could 
be marked very easily. An advantage, however, is that 
cushion and squab can readily be removed for use outside 
the car, for example, when picnicking. 

Again, the mat for the floor of the luggage compartment 
is in very light-coloured but durable rubber material, having 
a raised diamond pattern. It is not easily marked by heavy 
objects, but quickly traps dirt. The mat, held down by 
press fasteners, can be readily removed, but the hinges 
of the trap-door stand slightly proud below it and have to 
be avoided when loads are slid into position. The mat 
can be cleaned by brushing with soap and water. The back 
of the rear seat squab and the wheel arches have the same 
covering to protect them. There is a durable body lining 
below window level and around the frames of the side 
windows. A light in the rear quarter, to the left of the 
door, makes loading at night an easy matter. A small point, 
but one much appreciated, is the padding around all door 
frames, which softens the blow if the edge is struck 
accidentally. 
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L T H O U G H the main object of the Road Test of the 
Ford Zephyr estate car was to discover how this 
A model compares with the normal saloon in comfort, 
performance, economy and handling, the opportunity to 
renew acquaintance with a Zephyr was anticipated with 
pleasure. 

When tested over a year ago (The Autocar, 13 April 
1956) the redesigned Ford Zephyr had then only recently 
appeared. The assessment of the saloon was that it was 
one of the best and most encouraging British cars in large-
scale production that The Autocar had tested since the war. 
The impressions gained during the current test give no 
cause to amend that appraisal. Many of the comments 
arising from that first test and from a subsequent test of 
a Zodiac with automatic transmission (The Autocar, 
8 February 1957) apply equally to this estate car version. 

In mechanical details the Zephyr estate car, which is con-
v e r t e d from the standard saloon by E. D. Abbott, Ltd., of 
Farnham, is identical except for the use of stiffer rear 
springs, and larger section tyres—6.70in replacing 6.40in 
on 13in rims. The rearward extension of the body above 
what would be the luggage locker of the saloon is of welded 
steel construction, and provided with large windows at the 
sides and rear. A single, side-hinged loading door is fitted. 
Because of the pronounced forward lean of the rear panel, 
there is some upward movement of the door when it is 
opened, but a check arm prevents the door from opening 
beyond the width of the car and also holds it automatically 
in the open position. The corners of this door seemed 
unnecessarily sharp. 

The opening for loading is wide but rather shallow, and 
there is a ledge which prevents luggage from being slid 
directly on to the loading platform. This platform is, in effect, 
an extra wooden floor above the boot platform of the normal 
saloon, and access to the spare wheel below it is through 
a trap-door in the floor. Tools and wheel-changing kit are 
housed with the wheel. Alternatively the model can be had 
without the extra floor, when the spare wheel is mounted 
upright in a well and the existing boot floor is used for 
loads. 

Front and rear seats are similar to those of the saloon, 
except that the rear squab and cushion may be easily moved 
to increase luggage-carrying space. The rear seat squab 
is released by moving a draw-bolt at each side, and it 



Maximum luggage space is provided when the rear seat squab is placed against the front one. Two straps retain it in position. An arm checks the 
loading door and holds it open. Forward of the rear seat, the interior is identical with the standard saloon. There is ample knee and leg room for 

rear seat passengers with the front seat in its rearmost position of adjustment 

F o r d Zephyr E s t a t e Car . . . 

The weight of the estate car is some 1 1/8 cwt more than 
that of the saloon—a small sacrifice when the greatly in-
creased carrying capacity of this body is taken into account. 

It had been expected that acceleration would suffer, be-
cause of the increase in weight and the slightly higher gearing 
provided by the larger section tyres, and also that the rect-
angular shape of the rear of the car would increase drag and 
lower the maximum speed; in fact the figures approached 
very closely to those of the saloon. The standing start 
quarter-mile was covered in 20.9 sec compared with 20.5 
sec, and although the 0-30 m.p.h. figure for acceleration 
through the gears was virtually the same, there was a pro-
gressive increase in the time to reach the higher speeds, 
the figure for 0-80 m.p.h. being 4.4 sec greater. 

Maximum speeds in the gears were higher, but mean 
maximum speed in direct top (a Borg-Warner overdrive was 
fitted to the car tested) was 1 m.p.h. slower—a discrepancy 
which might well be found between two saloon models. 

Of greater importance, probably, to the owner of an estate 
car is the fuel consumption with different conditions of load. 
The overall figure of 25 m.p.g., taken over a distance of more 
than 600 miles of varied motoring is, in fact, slightly better 
than the figure obtained during the road test of the standard 
saloon. Hard driving with the car heavily laden, reduced 
this figure by only about 3 m.p.g.—a very creditable per-
formance. When the car was driven easily and maximum 
speed was restricted to about 55 m.p.h., but without using 
any special trick methods, the very good figure of 33 m.p.g. 
was obtained with two up and a quantity of luggage, on a 
single journey of 80 miles. Throughout the test the over-
drive (which is optionally extra) was used, and judging by 
previous experience of the Zephyr it is probable that some 
2 to 3 m.p.g. improvement was attributable to the overdrive. 

Two of the outstandingly good points of the Zephyr are 

engine smoothness and handling qualities which combine to 
give this six-seater family car a very strong position in its 
particular price category. High average speeds on long 
journeys are possible without fatigue of the occupants, for 
little engine or road noise is heard inside the car, which can 
be cornered briskly with complete confidence. The material 
used for the seat covers effectively prevents the passengers 
from sliding. Steering which is light—even at manoeuvring 
speeds—and accurate, with strong self-centring action, ex-
hibits no shortcomings when the car is near the limit of 
lateral adhesion on wet roads. Wheelspin is easily induced 
when starting on slippery surfaces. There is, perhaps, 
slightly less comfort, particularly for rear-seat passengers 
because of the stiffer rear suspension on the estate car, but 
when a load is taken aboard this slight harshness disappears. 
Damping is excellent and fully up to its task, even when 
maximum weight is carried over rough going. 

Brakes, although of ample power with low pedal pressures, 
and free from fade in normal road use, exhibited some 
roughness when applied from high speed. During an emer-
gency stop on a dry surface, all four wheels were locked, and 
the car remained on a straight course. 

Estate cars in general are subject to big changes in weight 
distribution between front and rear wheels with varying 
loads, and it would be unfair to hope that handling qualities 
would remain unchanged. A reasonable owner of an estate 
car would not expect, when his car was carrying the maxi-
mum load, to take the liberties which would be permissible 
when driving a normal saloon. However, it is better that 
he should know what to expect if circumstances cause him 
to be unduly enterprising, and we can reassure the prospec-
tive owner of a Zephyr estate car that the handling qualities 
are less affected by load than are those of most vehicles of 
this class. 

A considerable distance was covered with a 6 cwt burden 
on the platform above the rear axle, and two persons in the 
car. Rear tyre pressures were raised by 4 lb sq in. Although 

there was greater roll on corners, 
there was no suggestion of increased 
lightness or lack of precision in the 
steering, and the car was only 
slightly less responsive to quick 
changes of direction. The effect on 
acceleration was hard to detect, 
braking power was sufficient to cope 
with the load, even when the over-
drive permitted the free-wheeling 
below about 30 m.p.h., which the 
Borg-Warner unit provides. Steep 
hills were climbed without the im-
pression that more power would be 
useful, and it was felt that generally 
the car, thus laden, was robust. 

Among its many functions the Zephyr 
estate car can be put to good use on the 
farm. The built-in roof rail, rubber covered 
slats and strap eyes are standard equipment 


